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© FAMILIAR LETTER» ; 
REPROOF 2 HUMILIATION F 
The Rev. THOMAS TOWLE; 7 


Reſident i in Cripplegate Buildings; late Preacher in Rope-Maker* 5-Alley, 
* near” Modrelds, and now at the Little Meeting Houſt, the Der 
© Aldermaniury Poftern, London Wall ; 


On his late extraordinary Conduct reſpecting the Publiſher ind Publicati r of that 
excellent evangelical Work, entitled, The NEW SPIRITUAL MAGAZI 
is til ptoved and read with the gre cateſt Pleafure and Satisfaction by all — 
diſjntereſſed, and unprejudiced Profeſſors of Religion and io * 
vo os 7pts of certain ſecret Enemies to the Cauſe of Truth, | 

xrchending ſeveral very important Queries, propoſed 0 the ſerious Cas. 
Mu Mr. Towle, who is hereby called upon to give a public Anſwer, which we 
preſume he cannot poſſibly with-hold, Without appearing, in a very aukward Lig 8h 
and which is much. wiſhed for and expected by many, @s it will naturally lead t 
Controvetſy on the Subject, and to the Developing a l Variety of 7 * 4 
of a very curious Nature to the Public at large. 
- TOGETHER WITH, 


A WORD of ADVICE w the Rev. Meſſrs. 


Thomas Gibbons, Af William Bennet, 8 [ Thomas Wills, Aer 
1 i Ngthaniel' Trotmang . =” John Martin, a 
ohn Reynolds, a ii oleph Barber, TT, + John Trotter, _ 
uel Palmer : + John Staflogd, N * Henry Foſter, 

N Webb, er | oah Hill, N [} John Newton, 
enry Mead, - II John Rogers, © 9 1 Richard Cecil, 
Daniel Fiſher, * John Rippon,. 4,5 . John Clayton, 
Benjamin Davies, [ William Button, Dad 4 and 
Samuel Brewer, ö Rickard Winter, H Abraham Booth f 


Same of whom are ſuppoſed to have been impoſed on by Miſreprefentation, and. their 
a obtained by Sur prize, when they countenanced an Advertiſement, evident 
deſigned to prejudice the Minds of the Weak and Unwary aga.nſt a Work whichit 
1 was certainly their Duty to encourage and promote. 
To which is prefixed an INTRODUCTION, iucluding an exact Copy of the Ad- 
1 vertiſement here alluded to, a Sketch of the Dialogue which, paſſed between Mr, 
TowLs and Mr, Hoge in Auguſt, 1783, and ſeveral other authentic Documents and 


uſeful Remarks, 9 the Notice of all Perſons who are Followers of the s 
Gentlemen. 


Including likewiſe, by Way of Explanation of difficult Paſſages, ſome oceaional 
REMARKS, and NOTES of ILLUSTRATION, _ 


— w_—_—_— * - * * 


The WnOI E Reviſed, Corrected, and Improved, 
By 4 CLERGYMAN or THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH, 


Embelliſhed with a. Hud of. Mr. TOWLE, curioully taken from the Ls 14 
Publiſhed for the Information of the World, and as a Beacon to guard others in 
future from being impoſed on and deceived, . 


— —_— — — 4 


Hic niger eſt ; 2. tu, Romane, caueto Hom, 
« Chriſtian, he i is a black ſcandalous Fellow—ſhun him. 
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Mr. Romaine, Dr. A 


TL ** 
CLE near Moorfields, erected by 


22 E . Tran Hl, Mr. Ryland, 


On Saturday next will be agel Price only — 
Ui ſhed with an Elegant Frontiſpiece, being a ftriki 
of the Spaw- Ficlds-Chapel.—Alfo a behutifu 


Kerr the Rev. Mrs 
of the ABERNAS 


the late Mr, Wurrrrirrb.— And likewiſc 2 


Head of the celebrated JOHN CALVIN, that zealous Defender of the Goſpel ; 
NUMBER I, Pee be cont1nutd weekly, and” the whole com 1 in 6h Sixty 2p Gs 


making Six large elegant Volumes in 0 


2. 


SPIRITUAL 


Or, Evangelical Treaſury 


3 to promote genuine Goſpe] Principles, and calculated, thro 
to euli 


Grace, to alarm the Careleſs, 
comfort, all true Believers in their Road 


Pi rn a great Variety of » Pieces in Proſe and Verſe, wholly 


ritual and Evangel 
Evangelical Divinity, experimental and 
ous Calviniſtic Divines and Authors of 


The Whole Work (which will conſiſt of only 60 
or the whole bound together in ſix Mar? Apo 


— 


3 


N E W 


MAGAZINE; 
of Experimental Religion: 


. "pes 


A Spi- 


ten, confirm, eſtabliſh, buz 
to the Heavenly Jeruſalem, rag) 


Nature, and forming a. moſt Valuable 2 4 of 12. 


practical, written by the 
the laſt w. reſent — 

ekly Numbers, price 6d. each, 
e Vohumes, price 11. 16s.) to con- 


fiſt of a Series of divine and ſpiritually intereſting Truths, reſpecting the true Know- 
ledge, Faith, and Experience, of the Children of God, on Moderate Calviniſtical 
„n being ſele& and valuable Pieces, written 


By Several GQSPEL MINISTERS, | and Others. 


LONDON: Publiſhed by Mr, HOGG, at No. 16, Pater-noſter Row, „ and fold by 
all Likes Bookſelers, and Newſcarriers. | 


The Portraits (with Memoirs of many of 


them) of Miniſters which are introduced 


(as alſo, other Copper-plates) into the Spiritcal Magazine, are as follow : 


No. 1, Mr, Wills—Apd Mr, Whitefield's 
Tabernacle. 
2. Mr. Clayton—AlfoSpa-Fields Cha 


23. Dr, Conyers—And the Indepe 
Academ 


— * = 
nr Mr,Kello--Alfo Mr. Hill's NewChapel. 


Dr, Peckwell—Alſo Dr. Hunter. 
. Mr. Robiuſon—Alſo Mr. Taylor. 


2, Mr. Piercy—Alſo Mr. Whitefield's 


Chapel. 
8. Mr. Hill—Alſo Mr. Woodgate- 5 
Meeting. 
g. Mr. De Coetlo Alſo Mr. Towle. 
10. Mr. Aldridge—Alſo the Chapel at 
„ "Lancaſter, ' 
- Dr. Watts—Mr. Romaine—And the 


—— Coun:effof Huntingdon.” 

12. Dr. IIlingworth— The Lock Chapel. 
18. Mr. Shirley—View of Mr. Trotman's 
Mc<eting. 
. Herbert * Bennet. 
Faſter Mr. Burder. 
Mr. Hawies— Mr Webb's s Meeting. 
Whitefield - Mr, Cado 
Woodgate—->Mr. Berri — 
Toplady—A favourite Tune, 
Smuth—Mr., Glaſcott. 
De Courcey; and Mr, Henry. 
Mead; and Dr. Giffard, 
R. ; and Mr, Brewer, 

owers; and Mr. Brewer's Mect- 

ing at Stepney. 

$5- Mr. David Jones; * the Crucihxion, 
26. Dr, Trotter; and Mr. Dyer. 


> 


18. 


18. Mr. 
19. Mr. 
a0. Mr. 
At. Mr. 
22. Mr. 
2 - Mr. 


27. Mr. Middleton; and Plalm LXXXIX. 
18 Mr. Newton; and Mr. 1 Webb. 
29. Dr. Gibbons; and Mr. Crole, 
30. Mr. Moles Brown; and Mr. Trotman. 
31. Dr. Stafford; and Mr. Medley, 
32. Mr. Madan; and Mr. Barber. 
3- Me. Rowland ; and Dr. Fiſher, 
34. Mr, Olding ; and Mr. Thomas Jones, 
Mr. Gwennap; and Mr. Herbert. 
Mr. Edwards and Mr. Winter. 
Mr. Saunders; and Mr. Phillips. 
. Mr. Griffith; and Mr. Grove. 
Dr. Gill; and Mr. Sheppard. 
. Mr, Kinkaanzand Mr. Edward Davies. 
Dr. Conder; and Mr. Knight. 
Mr. Cecil; and Mr. Hickman. 
. Dr. Davies; and Mr. Waldegtave. 
Mr. Rogers; and Mr. John Langford. 
Mr. Martin; and Mr, James Webb. 
r, Curtis; and Mr. Hitchen, 

8 Adhburner b and Mr. Green, 

. Wi iam Lang ford; and Mr. Bun 
. De. Doddridge 3. and Mr. Bürki. * 
Mr. Hervey; and Colonel Gardiner. 
Archbiſhop Leighton; and Judge Hale, 
. Biſhop Beveridge ; and Archbp. Uſher. 
. Biſhop Wilkins; and Biſhop Hall. 
Dr. Vourg; and Mr, _ 
Dr. Goodwin; and Mr. Howe. 
Dr. Owen ; and Dr. Bates, 
. Mr. Jefley ; and Mr. Gilpin. 
„ Dr, Williams; and Mr, Baxter. 
Dr. Calamy; and Mr, Jenkin, 
go. Mr. Spademan; and Mr, Chargock. 


PRELIMINARY REMARK. 


5 oO 0, er HY: A er om os, 


TO THE READER 
TP HE Price of this Pamphlet, for certain reaſons, 


(among others, that it may not fall into in- 
proper hands) being fixed rather high, aad as it is 
ſuppoſed: Mr. Torele, and fome others, whoſe mean- 
xe/s prompts them to be 88 and to want 
things for nothing, may wiſh for a peruſal of it 
without being at the expence of paying down The mo- 
ney ; ME give this public intimation, that the Pub- 
liſber keeps no circulating library, reading Hop, nor 
coffee-hauſe, and, conſequently, that he does not admit 
any. perſon whatever, to read the whole or any part 
of the following pages, before the perſons apply- 
ing become PURCHASERS. * | 
The Author begs to apologize for the unavoid-. 
able neceſſity of delaying the publication of this 
Book longer than was at firſt intended, and affvres 
the public, notwithſtanding the invidious report 
that the Publiſher had received a Brile to /uppreſs- 
the publication entirely, that Mr. H. could not be 
tempted by any ſum of money whatever to with- 
hold any work, the publication of which had once 
been announced to the world. | 

N. B. If Mr. Towle (who is . generally cau- 
tious, though not in the caſe which produced this 
Letter) ſhould think it more prudent to decline 
an Anſwer himſelf, by procuring Mr. Wills, Mr. 
Clayton, Dr. Hunter, or any body elſe to ſtand 
forth as the oſtenſible perſon in taking public 
notice of this Pamphlet, it will be conſidered as 
the ſame thing, as coming from the ſame quarter, 
and will as well anſwer 1 purpoſe intended. 


INTRODUCTION. 


YI Y way of Introduction, we cannot do better 
than ſtate to the Public a few circumſtances 
which happened previous to the publication of Mr. 
Towle's Advertiſement againſt the New Spiritual 
Magazine. This will throw confiderable light on the 
conduct of him and of thoſe men, whoſe baddeeds 
have occaſioned the ſubſequent Letterof Reproof and 
Humiliation. Accordingly, we ſhall here record 
a copy of the General Circular Letter which Mr. 
Hogg (by order of the Editors) ſent to between 
One and Two Hundred Goſpel Minifters, of 
various denominations, in town. and country— 
not with a view to ſolicit their particular PA- 
TRONAGE or APPROBATION, but merely 
in order to give them (by way of reſpect) a ge- 
neral invitation to communicate, if they thought 
proper, any ſuitable pieces that the Editors might 
think worthy of a place in their Evangelical Trea- 
fury. It is true, a report has been propagated, 
that the Proprietors mentioned the names of the 
Miniſters, as Authors, Editors, or as perſons actu- 
ally concerned in the Magazine; but this aſſertion 
(of Mr. T. to cover his malice, and deceive the 
unwary) is as FALSE, as the contrary is TRUE. 
It was only mentioned, that Portraits and Memoirs 
of the Minifters were intended to be given in the 
courſe of the Work, as may {till be ſeen by the 
adyertifements, propoſals, titles, wrappers, &c. 
of the Magazine itfelf; but it is not ſurprizing 

8 that 


| INTRODUCTION. v 
that a man who is capable of injuring an indi- 
vidual, as well as the world in general, by ſuch 


an unprecedented attack, ſhould add one /in to 
another, and ſtrive to conceal his guilt with a LIE. 


Corr of the General CIRCULAR LETTER. * 
© Reverend Sir, REM 
* 1* being a material part of the plan of the 
« New SPIRITUAL MacazixE (an Adver- 

© #;/-ment of which is incloſed, wherein you will 
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A eircular letter, ſomewhat finilar to this, 
was fent by the Editors of the New Cbriſtian's 
Magazine (a work, although different in it's ex- 


* ternal title and plan, which enforced the ſame doc- 


trines and principles as the New Spiritual Maga- 
zine) was ſome time before ſent to all the then 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops of the EZablifhed Church, 
to which moſt of them were civil enough to return 
favourable anſwers, as may be ſeen by peruſing 
that work, particularly the Biſhops of Peterbo- 
rough, Carliſle, and Lincoln, who wrote the an- 
fwers, not by means of their ſtewards, chaplains, 


. or ſecretaries, but with their own hands. This 1s 
more than what thoſe did, who, in a peculiar and 


Reader will find exhibited in this Introduction. 


confined ſenſe, call themſelves Goſpel Miniſters ; - 
for of them all, only three condeſcended to write 
any anſwer whatever, viz. Mr. Wills, who ſat for 
bis pi#ure, and yet appears in My. Towle's Adver- 
tiſement ;—Mr. Clayton, who alfo /at for his Portrait, 
and is likewiſe in Mr. Totvule's honourable lift ; — 
and Dr. Hunter, who alſo graces Mr. Towle's con- 


federacy, and whoſe inconſiſtency as a good man, a 


chriſtian, and a miniſter of- purity and truth, the 
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INTRODUCTION. 


obſerve I am appointed Publifter) to give ſome 
Memoirs of the moſt remarkable circumſtances in 
the Lives and minifterial Charaflers of all thoſe: 
GosrEL MinisTtzRs who are at preſent eminent 
for their uſefulneſs and diſtinguiſhed abilities in 
the Church of Chriſt,” and who, notwithſtanding 
their being externally of 2 — 

carneſtly contend in the unity of the Spirit and 
the bond of peace, for the faith once delivered 
to the Saints; the Editors of that Work have 
therefore ORDERED me thus openly and 


>» 
* 


perſonally to requeſt the favour of you to furniſh 


them (or cauſe them, by means of a friend, to 


be furniſhed) with ſuch materials reſpecting 
yourſelf or any of your brethren in the miniſtry, 
whether Diſſenters or of the Church of England, 


as may enable them to fulfil their public en- 
gagements with becoming Propriety. The in- 


tereſting nature of this part of their deſigh they 
already find, from a very extenſive correſpon- 


*« dence, gives general ſatisfaction to their nume- 


rous Readers, and will be, they apprehend, a 
means, by exciting a laudable curioſity in the 


Religious World, of obtaining ſuch an extraor- 
dinary circulation of the New SeirttTUaL 


MaGcazine, as has hitherto been unprecedented 
in any fimilar work whatever. The particulars 


which they mean to communicate to the Public 


they humbly conceive will comport exceedingly 
well with their deſign, - pleaſe and edify. their 
readers, ſerve the cauſe of Divine Truth, and 
maniteſt the power and goodneſs of God, in the 
various means he has made uſe of to raiſe up his 
Miniſters, and fit them for the work of their high 
calling. Their wiſh is chiefly to give ſome ac- 


« count of the dealings of God with them, from 


2 ce the 


78014 


inrroDuctioN at 


* « the firſt of cheir being brought to the knowledge 
* of the truth the mcans which were, made uſe 


cc 
cc 


10 


of for that purpoſe, and the way in which they 
have been ſince led - hen they were firſt called 
to preach the Goſpel where they have in gene- 


e ral exereiſed thoſe labours (whether in churchics, 
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chapels, meetings, &c.) which the Lord has 
been pleaſed to make ſucceſsful ; together with 


ſuch thin iculars reſpecting their family, 
education at college, academy, or private tui- 


tion, as they ſhall Judge may anſwer the- end 


propoſed. 


« To obviate any objection of delicacy in a gen 
tleman's writing an account of himſelf, the 
Editors with to recommend in that caſe, that a 


friend of the gentleman would draw up the par- 
ticulars, and they ſhall be inſerted in _ exact 


form (if defired) in which they are ſent, pro, 


vided the Editors have reaſon to believe they 


come from a genuine quarter. It is the inten- 
tion of the Editors alſo to furniſh their Readers 
with hiſtorical deſcriptions to accompany the 


copper- plate views of places of religious wor. 


ſhip, where the Goſpel is preached, whether 
tabernacles, chapels, colleges, meetings, aca- 
denies, or other ſeminaries of Evangelical 
Learning. If, therefore, you can oblige the 
Editors with any particulars for the purpoſe, or 


mention the circumſtances to any perſon, within 


the circle-of your acquaintance, that may be the 


means ot communicating information, it will be 


eſteemed by them a ſincere mark of your regard 
for an undertaking which, under God, may be 
made inſtrumental towards the happieſt of con- 
ſequences, reſpecting thouſands of individuals. 
Your correſpondence alſo for the other depart- 

« ments 


— 
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* ments of the New SPIRITUAL Macazixe the 
« Fditors alſo earneſtly ſolicit, in order that they 
2 may be enabled to render cheir Evangelical Trra- 
« ſury of Experimental Religion replete with ſubjects 
" alt ether of ah intereſting nature. 
our Compliance witf® this Requeſt, and an 
& « 4 wer in the courſe-of a M days;vare earneſtly 
te requeſted by the Editors (ho are actuated by 
i © the beſt of 26050 and will much oblige, 785 
Keverend Sir, for the Editors, 
« Your moſt obedient 
LL and very humble ſervant, 2 
« ALEX. HOGG, the Publifer. 
« No. 16, Pater-noftef Row, Lovpox, 


5 ng. 165 1763. 


P. S. The Editors alſo beg the favour of 700 
« to aſſiſt them with an original painting, if you 
% have one, or with a hitting or two, when their 
& Artiſt calls on you to procure your Portrait tor 
* the Spiritual Magazine. 

« N. B. Left ſome ſhould think it unprece- 
* dented to give Portraits and Memoirs of living 

* characters, the Editors wiſh it to be remembered, 

* that ſeveral inſtances of the kind can be pro- 
* duced, eſpecially in the Arminian and e 


oe Magazines.” 


We ſhall nexr inter a Sketch of the Dialogue 
between My. Towle and Mr. Hogg, which, we 
preſume, our Readers will acknowledge to be of a 
very curious and extraordinary nature ; but - without 
hazarding any opinions of our own in this place 
reſpecting it, ſhall leave it to the impartiality of 
every one to form his own judgment whether it 


contributes much to che credit of the reverend Mr. 
/ Totole, 


INTRODUCTION. | Ix 
Towle, either as à man, a chriſtian, or a mmiſier of 
the Geſpel which he profeſſes himſelf to be. 


. Cory of the DIALOGUE; Between the Reb; 
« Mr. TowLE, and Mr. Hoes, which paſſed 
« at the Houſe of the latter, in Pater-noſter 
Row, in Auguſt 1783, when the former called 
2 and behaved in ſo outrageous 4 manner reſpeci- 

ing his Portrait and Character being announced 
* (among others) for Publication im the New 
SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE. . 


er 1 44 n from minutes taken in ſhott-hand ſoon 


e after the converſation. | 


N. B. Mr. Hogg nat being at home when 
*« Mr. Towle entered the ſhop, he raved and 
« formed like a devil at two little boys and an old 
* woman, Who not being able to give him any 
« fatisfattory anſwers, and ſuppoſing him abſo- 


[ 


* lutely mad, or in a fituation ſimilar to that of the 


HDemoniacs of old, were almoſt frigbiened out of 


« their wits, Mr. Hogg, however, coming in 
« foon after Mr. Towle's entre, and hearing of his 


OO impertinent behaviour in his ſhop and abſence, re- 


« lieved the poor boys and old woman from their 
4 e and was Obliged himſelf to engage the 

* officious Mr. Towle, as will appear by this 
* 3 - 


« Tole. * your name Hogg ? 
Hogg. My name, fir, is Hogg : 

and I preſume your's is Towle! 
. — Kir, what authority have you to 


2 MAKE uſe of my name to the New Spiritual Ma- 


. 
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H. Do, pray ſir, walk into the Counting- 
e“ houſe, or up ſtairs, and let us talk the matter 


ee over moderately, and if any thing is wrong on my 


« ſide, I hope I ſhall be open to conviction. I 


* * underſtand, before I came home you had been 


© very warm with my people in the ſhop, and you 
* do not ſeem now to be very cool; do walk in 


«and c 2 yourſelf, -and let your conduct be 


« guided by common ſenſe, reaſon, and : religion— 
* pray walk in, and /t down, I beſeech you, Mr. 
« 'Towle ? | : g 

% 7. No, I won't don't want to it down in 
“ your houſe. 1 

« H. Pray, fir, be delicate in your phraſcology, I 
* entreat of you—or I poſitively muſt not keep 
* converſation with you: — I declare, that unleſs 
% you are decent, I will not reply one word more 
I afked you to walk in and /t down. 

% T. Pho! don't talk to me about delicacy and 
« fecency—Tell me by what authority you have 
4 promiſed to publiſh my Portrait (without my 
« conſent or advice) in your Spiritual Magazine, as 
« yon call it; though I think (as Mr. Rippon ſays) 
« it is only a religious Mouſe-trap. > 
H. I believe; fir, your warmth and ungenteel 


* behaviour will preſently royſe my reſentment, and 


, cauſe me to chaſtiſe you for your impertinence— 
ce however, at preſent, I ſhall only ſay, that I cer- 
* tainly had authority (for I never act without) 
© to announce our intention of publiſhing in that 
« work, the heads of all the Goſpel Miniſters, and 
« why not your's among the reſt, if you may be 


included among them? though from this /pe- 


« c:men of your behaviour, I am afraid you do not 
te belong to that denomination—And with reſpect to 
ce Mr. Riggon's ſaying of the Moyſe<vrap, I think 

3 : | : +:- ou 
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« you ſhould both like our | Magazine the better for 
« the ſimilarity you ſay it has to your Meeting in 
« London-Wall, and his in Tooley-fireet—Only I 
« think both of your Mouſe-traps put together (your 
« own, however, bearing ns proportion to bis) will 
* prove far inferior to mine, with — to catch- 
« ing cuſtomers. ä 

« F. You are a man of 5 I know. 

« H. Notwithſtanding you fay fo with a ſneer, 
« I acknowledge, that every one will allow me to 
« be of much more mmportance in my line of buſineſs, 
« than you are in your's. 
JT. Buſineſs !-—what, do you reflect on the 
« ſacred character of a miniſter i 9 | 

H. No, fir, I do not - but I believe every one 
« who appears in that character, and whoſe con- 
te duct does not correſpond with his profeſſion, has 
« learnt the knack of preaching (though badly per- 
* haps) as a boy does the trade of a carpenter or 
* joiner. The facred character of a miniſter, J re- 
« vere; but the hypocritical cbaracter of a pretended . 
« ler of the Goſpel, I deſpiſe—and he muſt be | 
a villain who does not al bor the /atter. 

« T, You are a very pert fellav, indeed; bur 
« I promiſe you, you hall ; get nothing by it—for- 

e you may be affured, Dll as you all be miſchief 
« 1 can. | 

H. I am generally pert and ey to all ſuch 
* as are firft impertinent to me. Why did you come 
« here to make all this riot and piece of work? I 
« did not ſend for nor invite you, and I am not 

“ glad to ſee you, nor any one elle, who poſſeſſes 
« your temper and diſpoſtin. 
„FT. I fay again, 1 will ds you all de miſchief I 
i can, and ALL THAT. | 


2 | . H. Why, 


— 
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“ H. Why, you are the moſt extraordinaay mi- 
* niſter of —— Goſpel J ever clapped my eyes on 
You will do me all the miſchief you can, and all 
that, Indeed, the devil ſeems ſo fully poſſeſſed 
of you, and your profeſſion of — has all 
this while produced fo little effect on you, that 
by your practices, . one would be led to imagine 
you do pot ſo much as know (even in theory) 
what religion is. Have you lived all theſe 
years, and ſo long made a profeſſion of piety, 
and not yet learnt to bridle your paſſions ? Nay 
you give yourſelf up ſo much a prey to foul 
paſſion, that you even make your good ſenſe 
(which you have ſuch couceit of) appear in a 
very 3 light, by uſing the vulgar phraſe 
and all that.” 

* T. I did not exper? to be talked to in is 
maniner—You are no gentleman ; I have inquired 
your character, and you are no ge'man. 

H. I ſuppoſe you might not expect to be 
talked to in this manner, but if you was really 
ſo keen and clever as ſome weak perſons fool- 
iſhly imagine you to be, you would by a little 
forefight have concluded that ſuch behaviour 
merited ſuch a reception. What ! becauſe you 
have more money . than wit, do you ſuppoſe 
every one is to put up with your officious im- 
pertinence ? you are miſtaken for once, for you 
will find that I ſhall pay you no extraordinary 
reſpect on account of your reputed riches. 


© T. I tell you again, you are no gentleman. 
H. Nor you either, I am very well convinced 


cc 
« 
4 
$6. 


* 


now However, of the two, I have the vanity 
to think, that I appcar rather more like a gen- 

tleman than ſuch an aukward looking figure as 
yourſelf and with regard to your inſinuation of 


cc my 
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« my character, I defy you or any perſon to ſay 
* any thing material againſt it— Only mention the 
« ſcoundrel er villain who has, and I'll make him 
© pay dearly for his infernal lies. It is true, I do 
« not ſo ſtatedly fill up a ſeat in any one meet- 
ing, chapel, or church, as ſeveral hypocrites of 
* your acquaintance and mine do, who are a dif- 
« grace to religion—and only wear the cloak the 
better to carry on their black deſigns. | I, on the 
e contrary, go when and where I think proper to 
* public worſhip;—and I hope ſhall never bring 
* a diſgrace on religion by my not taking care of 
« my moral obligations—a circumſtance I humbly 
« Conceive by no means againſt, but in favour of 
45 T. You: are a very extraordinary man, in- 
« deed 
N So extraordinary a one as you may ob- 
« ſerve will not ſuffer your 1mpertinence to pafs 
ce with impunity. Since you have the audacity to 
« talk of characters, I think I have heard a little 
* of your character, and that you did not act upon 
* a certain occaſion with ſuch ſcrupulous punctilios 
* of honour ſas ſome do] with two gentlemen 
* of my acquaintance. 
* T. Pray, who told you chat? 
H. Pray, who inſinuated to you againſt my 
* character? Unleſs you ſatisſy me with reſpect 
ce to the one, I will not grit you at preſent re- 
« ſpecting the other. 
4 T, Well, ſay what you will in your own Pl 
* fence, I am determined, let the conftquence be 
« what it will, to do you all the miſchief I can. 
« H. Believe me, Mr. Towle, I don't care one 
ad & halfpenny what you do—lI hope I ſhall endea- 
< vour to counteract any wichen * which you 
cc may 


3 — — 


) 
xiv INTRODUCTION. 
« may be malicious enough to invent and exerute.— 
« This viſit of your's, I can't help obſerving, is 
« very different from that paid me yeſterday by 
« Mr. A n, who ſpeaking highly of the plan 
of the New Spiritual Magazine, wiſhed it ſuc- 
*- ceſs, and to be ſure hinted at the confederacy 
which you were ſuppoſed to be about raiſing 
« againſt it. 
« F. What is Mr. An to me? "AE no- 
| thing to do with him 
1 « H, No, ſo I perceive, nor with his truly chriſ- 
i te tian ſpirit and diſpoſition—He lamented — 72 
| « fence had been taken by ſome at accounts of living 
4 * characters making part of our plan, though no- 
' « thing. hoſtile either to perſons or doctrines was 
ever intended, and wiſhed we had not mentioned 
« the names of thoſe perſons whoſe Portraits, &c. 
«« were to be given merely that ſuch carping, buſy, 
« officieus ANIMALS as yourſelf might not have an 
« opportunity of /narling and ſhewing their rotten 
ce teeth. 
| * F. Pray, Mr. 1 0 has nobody elſe 
uh tc called? 
3H. Yes, Mr. Winter, at your deſire, laſt 
ce Tueſday morning, before he went to Broad-ſtreet 
| te and Cole's, juſt looked in at the door, and told 
eme I ſhould repent it, (he did not ſay what ).and 
| e his daughter ſeemed afſſtamed of the frame in 
“ which he was going to the meeting—but you 
0 e know he is at beſt a crabbed chriſtian, * there 
eis not much to be expected. a 
«, T. Yo intend giving characters too, as well 
ce as portraits, in your Magazine, do you! ? 
„ H. Tes, fir, that is intended, I believe 
« What! are you afraid of your charaGer? I rather 
* ſuppoſe, juſt from this evening's converſation, 
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that you will have reaſon to repent *for your 
precipitate attack on the peace of this ſhop—I 
mean, when the Editors come to the article 
which. will relate to your reverence—But, on 
ſecond thoughts, I do not imagine you will have 
reaſon to fear much—You know you are a per- 
ſon of no conſequence in the religious world; 
you are by no means eminent as a preacher, or 


any thing elſe truly laudable. Your littte meet- 


ing is never near one-tenth part full, nor has it ever 
at one time as many perſons in it as pews ; and 
the church part, I underſtand, does not amount 
to above twenty people—So that on the whole, 
I think you have little to fear, for while there 
is one ſubje& of more conſequence than yourſelf 
remaining, (and by the bye I don't know any. of 
your cloth who is of leſs note) you will be in no 
danger of being brought torward-—Therefore, I 
I think you'll agree with me, that you are pretty 
ſafe, and of courſe that you had the leaſt cauſe 

of any man I know to complain of your inſig- 

nificant ſelf being announced for either a portrait 


or biographical article in our periodical work. 


% JT. Oddzookes, if it was not for ſwearing, I 
could curſe you for ſpeaking ſo plain to me ;- I 
never was retorted ſo to in all my life. 

« H. What, you're nice about ſwearing ?—bur 
I fear you, and many of your /ort, are apt to 
lie moſt confoundedly—Why, you are ſtill in a 
moſt terrible funck ; and we have been talking 
long-enough, one would think, for you to cool : 


what is the matter with your right arm, that 


you ſhake it ſo intolerably ? is it a misfortune 


which you have before been ſubjett to, or is it 


the conſequence of this moſt unprovoked paſſion 
which you have brought on yourſelf?— f the 
. | former. 


** 
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about Mr. Towle's alarming the neighbourhood, 
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« former, I pity you; if the latter, I wiſh it may 
* (tog ether wich my freedom of ſpeech at this 
time) be the means of directing you to your 
er duty in future. However, as I was juſt talking 
« about your character, if the Editors ſhould con- 
% de ſcend to think of you, I ſhall remind them to 
* pay you particular attention; a little criticiſm 
* and free animadverſion may not be unneceſſary 
* (among other matters) on your formal method 
* BYE preaching, which you know is not eftcemed 

very lively, 3 judicious, or evangelical, by thoſe 
A wi enli el underſtandings. 

F. I'll be a match for you ; Ill do for your 
% Magazine; I'll foon cruſh your catch-penny 
Spiritual Magazine, and all that. 

« F. Mr. Towle, I beg you'll command your 
«© temper—if you do not, I really muſt ſhew you 
s the way out of my houſe—why, you raiſe a mob. 
© at the door by your unaccountable noife, even 
«© Mr. Buckland's * cuſtomers in his ſhop you find 
c are diſturbed by the echo of your abuſe here. 

« T. I will not, I am determined, hold my 
* noiſe,” unleſs you give. me ſatisfaction, for at- 
* n to publiſh my e without my 

e knowledge or conſent. 

« H. Canſent! what, is it more neceſſary to 
% procure our conſent in ſuch 4 caſe, than that of 
* a miniſter of flate, whole = is to be given 

| cc in 


a 4 - 


* ts 
— 


_— — — — 


S.j Mr. 1a friend of Mr. Buckland's, 
«, (as well as ſeveral others) actually made a par- 
< ticular inquiry the next morning, at Mr. Hogg's, 


* by his hallowing and. raving in ſo extrao 1 
a manner. 8 * * 
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in a common magazine. However, all the further 
* ſatisfaction, I can aſſure you, Mr. Towle, 1 
„ ſhall give you, is, to ſbew you the door, fo 1 
« beg you'll walk off immediately, while your 
« ſhoes are good Here is the door, and if ever you 
attempt to inſult me again in my own houſe, I ſhall 
take the liberty to ick you on? as an officiotts 
** puppy, who deſerves no better treatment.” 
N. B. The original has the following remark :' 
4 * * It ſhould be obſerved reſpecting the 
above Dialogue, that all the curious diſcourſe of 
« My. Towle is not here inferted, the moſt leading 
« parts being only preſerved, as the whole woul 
« have been too tedious and diſagrecable for the 
ec publis mſpett ion Care, however, Was taken to 
© preſerve the principal parts of Mr. Hogg's re- 
«© marks, to convince every perſon that he was by na 
« means intimidated from ſpeaking his mind in this 
« conference, by the aſſumed conſequence, impudence, 


« and reputed riches of his app nt. 


About a month's time after the above Dialogue 
bappened, the following Advertiſement (which, 
as will appear, is as arttully drawn up as the Je- 
ſuits' double-faced creed, that was intended to con- 
vey two different meanings *) appeared in moſt of 

| . fte; 
* At the ſame time that it appears to nineteen 
out of twenty to diſapprove of the Magazine it» 
ſelf, yet ſome of the advertiſers ſay they only meant 
to diſapprove of the mentioning of the names of 
perſons whoſe Portraits were to be given. - This, - 
however, they had no more right to do than the 
other, as ſuch an act muſt necefiarily imure (if not 
ruin) an individual in his property, by prejudie- 

ing many undiſcerning perſons againſt purchaſing a 
good work. | 3 
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: Copy of 
ll 1 infert * the ſatisfaction of 


our Readers, whole candour we reſpectfully ſolicit 


an In this impartial ſtatement of fafts ; and this being 


granted, we doubt not but all the artful infinu- 
— uſed by Mr. T. to colour his proceedings 
will be treated with contempt by the l | 
and honeſt part of mankind, who are neceſſarihy 
enemies to double-dealing, and hy rer of yay 
Senor I, 


cov ol Mr. TOWLE: $ ADVBRTISEMENT. . 


e V E, whoſe names are under-written, having 
« received an Advertiſement from Mr, 


| Hoge, Bookſeller, in Pater-nofter Row, for a 
4 Il 10 


al work, entitled, „ The New SPIRL. 
* TONE MANAGE, in which liberty — 
i yeen 


8 1 
* — 25 . K 9 — 


* We underſttrid that this — is Ae 


2 
S W « hd 
* 


ficient to ground an ation for conſiderable damages, if 


the Publiſher (Mr. H.) thinks proper to enter one, 
either - againſt the whole ſeven and twenty collec- 
tively who ſigned it, or againſt any one or more of 
them ſeparately ; as the Sale of the Magazine was 
THEREBY confderably hurt, and conſequently that 
damages to a very great amount can eaſily be proved 
to the /aiisfaftion of any Court or Fury, But we 
hope Mr. H. has declined this mode of /atisfa7ic 
from a very different ſpirit than that which prompted 
Mr. T. to ſubject himſelf to public cenſure. | 

. It is actually matter of fact, that no unwar- 
rantable liberty was taken with their names —It 
was, only ſaid, that Portraits and Memoirs of them 
(among others) were to be given. in the Magazing, 


* 
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#® peen taken to mention out names, -with thoſe of 
« wary other Minifters, whehce the Public may be 
led to confider us as Patrons of the ſaid work; 
do hereby declare, that this is done tithout our 
* kyowlede ; and is what we ae DISAP= 
« PROVE: .. 
% Thomas x Gibbons | | ee Noah Hill, 
« Hen nter, | © John Rogers, 

* Thornas TOWLE, * — Rippon, 
_ 4 John Reynolds, | illiam Button, 


% Samuel Palmer, | Richard Winter, 
% Joſhua Webb,  Þ| Thomas Wills, 
. * Henry Mead, « John Martin, * 
« Daniel Fiſher, « John Trotter, 
«© Benjamin Davies, {| © Henry Foſter, 
* Samuel Brewer, * John Newton, 
% William Bennet, „ Richard Cecil, 
1 Nathaniel Trotman, * John Clayton, . 
« Joſeph Barber, Abraham n 
3 — : WE 
* e temper 1783.“ 5 
r 
— —— — — — ——— 
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6 Mr. Martin, when he ealled upon the Pub- 
liſner, on that remarkable day, the 1½ of April, 1785, 
and modeſtly inquired the price of advertiſing a 
funeral ſermon on the cover of the New Spiritual 
Magazine, which he had advertiſed againſt, had 
the aſſurance to aſſert to Mr. Hogg, that he, and 
the others who ſigned the Adverti ment, were /aid 
by the Proprietors to be actually concerned in the 
Magazine, otherwiſe they would not have ſign- 
ed the Advertiſement... When this was cantra- 
dicted, and proved to be FALSE, he faid, he un- 
dirſtood that to be the caſe ; and prevaricating (fatts 
being als things, and what he could not overturn 


C 2 _— 
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The Public will obſerve, that Gibbons' and 

Wk Hunter's names ſtand firſt to the above Adver- 
| tiſement. This was artfully” contrived; in order 

the better to conceal it's coming immediatel 


third on the liſt. Theſe men, on account of their 


poſed, from their imprudence in living rather too 
freely, were conſidered by him as the moſt likely 


thought neceſſary to have uo or three names put 
to the Advertiſement as decoy-ducks for the others to 
75 . follow ; 


Hh wm. a 2 


— 


eaſily) a good deal, ſaid, if he was miſtaken, his 3 
norance and folly might be called in queſtion, but 

© boped his integrity would not ſuffer. He was told, 
that he ſhould not have put his hand ignorantly, 
and upon hear-ſay accuſations, to ſuch à paper, cal 
culated to injure individuals, and hurt à good cauſe ; 
and being informed that a Letter of Reprogf, &c. 
would be ſoon publiſhed, adviſed Mr. H. not 


to ſuffer that to be done, for fear of . ; 


If (Mr. H.) in his connections; but Mr. Hogg 
* - Told him, he had no connection with any of the 
Twenty-{even Advertifing: Parſons, and that if he 
had, it would be his firſt buſineſs to break it off 
wuncdiately, as he would not hold acquaintance 
with any man, or ſet of men, who could be 


| capable of fuch a piece of villainy. Even this 
| Iu converſation (ſaid the Publiſher) 1 ſhould not 
j | have held with yourſelf, but for your wanting your 
1 ſermon advertiſed on the very Magazine which 
0 li you difapproved of, and which: very naturally led 
\ . 


182 to notice the part you had taken againſt thas. 
| work. | | | 1 8 
1 | 


1 - * -\ 
. 45 
* 


from Mr. Towle, who as artfully placed himſelf 


neceſſitous circumſtances, ' occaſioned, it is ſup- 


perſons to grant their names fit, for it was 
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follow; and perhaps Mr: T. but for their de- 
pendant ſituation, would have found it very dif- 
ficult to procure any perſon, even of ſeeming reſ- 
pectability, to put his name irſt to the Adver- 
tiſement, or even ſecond after his own, if he had 
been obliged to ſign firſt himſelf ; but this he did 
not like, and he fixed very eunningly on #2vo plant 
tools, who readily proſtituted their names on his 
ſolicitation. To the honour, however, we muſt 
Juſt obſerve, of the Preſbyterian perſuaſion, there 
are only three names belonging to that denomination 
affixed to the above Advertiſement. Five of the 
famous Twenty-ſeven only belong to the eſtabliſhed 
Church of England,; four to the Baptiſts; and all the 
reſt (in number fifteen) are in the connection of 
what are ſtiled the regular INDEPENDANITS. 
Tothe credit of thoſe whom theſe regular independants 
call irregulars, let it be remarked by all truly good 
men, that net one of their names (as well as others" 
who. were applied to) could be obtained for the 
ungenerous advertiſement in queſtion. _ L 

For the information of the world, we ſhall here 
publiſh a copy of Dr. Hunter's letter to Mr. Hogg, 
that they may form a thorough judgment of the 
conſiſtency, honour, and honeſty of the Paſtor of 
the Scots meeting in London-wall. The publi- 
cation in which the Letter was firſt inſerted has 
the following introduftory lines: 


* To convince the Public, particularly thofe who 
„ tin their faith and opinions IMPLICITLY to the 
« fleeves (as the vulgar faying is) of their 
% Teachers, and who are fo deluded, weak, and 
 bigotted, as to ſuppoſe, that s0ME of thoſe 
„ who /fand up and preach the Goſpel, cannot 
©. be gwilty of the moſt flagrant acts of injuſtice 
and eruelty, in injuring an individual, when 


a pe- 


wk ITNTRODUCTION: 

„ a Aypoeritical VILLAIN is determined, by his 
© conſequence and intereſt, merely derived from his 
— ed riches, to a point--We now 
«© inſert the following Copy of Fes Oper 


Lene from the Rev. Dr. Hunter, of Londons 
Hall, to. Mr. Hogg, in Pater-noſter Row. 
by S 1 R/ A 


* AM juſt fayoured with your Letter of the 
Mu eck inſtant, encloſing an Advertiſemens. 
4 of « The New SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE.” 
* F heartily wif ſucceſs: io the undertaking ;+—and, 
4 perhaps, when I have leifure to look over my 
8. „it may be in my power to gffer you a: 
ee; by d things, which may poflibly fall within 
* the Plan of the Publication. oo 
„ The lives of ſuch men as myſelf, afford: but 
1 few incidents: worthy of being communicated to 
1 the world, or capable of intefeſting it. This 
« part of your Plan I conſider as of extreme de- 
t /icacy. The memoirs of a man yet living, muſt 
1 be given to the Public partially, imperfectly, 
1 and under the influence of prejudice; and muſt, 
« according as they are written, either ſerve to 
feed the vanity, or to wound the /pirit of the 
* perſon himſelf and exhibit the partial friendſhip, 
*« or indiſcriminating pleen of the writer, rather 
* than a juſt portrait of the character. If ſome- 
e thing muſt be-ſaid of fo obſcure a perſon as I 
** am, I could with that ſomething to be as liſtle, 
* and in as general terms as poſſible. As I ſhould 
« neither like the fulſome adulation of an undiſ- 
« cerning friend, nor the malignant cenſure of a 
* ſecret foe, upon being informed of the proper 
time, {ball late care to have you furniſhed with 
| | aw 
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lain materi ; ſuch as may ſuit the pure 
« ee. Editor, without burting me. 21 


“ I am, Sir, | 
* Tour very humble 8 


„ Hex, Hora. 
« iu, Aug. 18, 1783. | 


« N. B. Your Artif! ſhall bi welcome to the uſe 
te of a very £90d PicTuRs,” 


Previous to this Letter the Dadtur mY wrote an- 
other to Mr. Gooding, one of Mr. Hogg's Artiſis, 
promiſing to ſend him the original picture, as ſoon 
as Mr. Trotter, the Engraver, had done with it, 
who was executing a portrait jor. his book entitled 
Sacred Biography. Dr. Hunter alſo, in a verbal 
converſation, highly approved of the Me & — 
Magazine, and ſent a meſſage by one of Mr. 
relations, (who attends his meeting). to the. Pub. 
her, promiſing his Ws and beghly. n 
of the work. | 


£ 


* We underſtand * good . that 
the above Letter was written and ſent on a 
Monday; and going on Tueſday, the day after, 
<« to Cole's Coffee-bouſe, where being /et upon by 
« Mr. T. and the engines employed by him, uy find- 
ing he muſt not act counter to 1 rich and great 
« leading men, but at any rate, right or wrong, ſeem 
e to 2 with their megſures, be they good or 
' Bad, or incur THEIR HIGH DISPLEASURE Himſelf, 
* the Doctor, on Thurſday, Auguſt 21, wrote a 
„ ſecond Letter to Mr. Hogg on this * [ubjeB, DE=- 
„ CLINING not only to perform the promiſes, but 
* likewiſe to comply with the ers contained in the 
af ps Letter, which 1s above publiſhed, and ob- ' 

. | N * ferves, 


k 
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* ſerves, that * be feels a reluZance * to be brought 
« forward to public view.” He alſo therein egg > th 
* that ſome gentlemen of his own de/cription, highly 
« diſapproze of the plan, becauſe" THEY had not 
e been previouſly CONSULTED on the buſineſs, 
« We have no doubt but Mr. Towle, and /everal 
« of the advertiſing Parfons, were thus minded 
but we never underſtood before, that it was more 
« xeceſſary for the Proprietor of a Magazine, when 
. = ue tended to Hu lik the Portraits op a 20 on or 

perſons, to CONSULT a Dis8zxTING 'Teacntr 
« on the ,, than His Majtsry, a prime 
« Miniſter of State, or any other perſon zvhat/oever, 
« whether in a public or private ſituation, when 
rc likeneſſes are to be given to the Public. 

We would in this Introduction alſo ob/erve, 
« that Mr. WiLLs Sener wana his joining 
« Mr. Towle in the Advertiſement) moſt affuredly 
« /at three times for the Porirait of himſelf given 
in the firſt Number of the. Spiritual Magazine, 
« and ſbew¾ing a . at the lime, remarked 

cc to 
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100 ©? Ab ach wag of the Dotbr's acquaintance” 
"Pit makes a droll remark upon this paſſage, which 
Wn e ſhall give by way of note. 

« Fe ſays, it puts him in mind of an intimate 
« friend of the Doctor's, who partakes of the frailty 


(BY « incident to many of his Scottiſh brethren, viz.” 
1H ti; « loving the good creature, which fometimes di- 
14 , minithes the apparent magnitude of his eyes, 
1 1 and abundantly increaſes the ſplendour of his 
fl 1H: t countenance. This ſaid friend of his (he lays) . 
. *.is likewiſe troubled with a. Sort memory, as upon 
vo: | 

i |  -. *©*-. quitting a neighvonrbood, he is apt ſometimes to 
II « forget how much he is indeb/cd to his neizblours. 
1 

. 

160 
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g to Mr. Goldar, the artif; that be knew a great 
number of per/aus, world buy the Number of the 
Magazine, in which: it ſhould be publiſhed, on 
« account of - himſelf. . * 
Here likewiſe. it will not be amiſs to inſorm 
« the Public, that Mr. CLAYTON (notwithſtand- 
ing his nume alſo appears in Mr. TowLs's /jſt of 
<« the advertizing parſons) abſolutely ſat five times, 
«that a good portrait might be taken for the Ma- 
« gazine, and appeared (previous to the miſchief 
« premz/ed and made by Mr. Towle) to be perfectly 
friendly to the Publication and uſed many expre/- 
« ſions of approbatign of the plan, to both the artiſts 
« (Mr. Hindmarſh and Mr. day p30 waited 
% pon him. Theſe circumſtances of incon/;ftency, 
“ however, a diſcerning public can eafily ſee 
* through, but muſt deſpiſe ſuch conduct, eſpe- 
<« cially when practiſed by men who call themſelves 
« Miniſters of the Golpel.” 
How Mr. Towle and the otbers who joined bom 
- in his Advertiſement, could have the vanity to ſup< 
poſe the Proprietors of the Nero $ piritual Maga- 
xine wiſhed to have the public imagine the publi- 
cation was undertaken with their knowledge, or vas 
particularly patrouized, or approved by them, is a 
matter of ſurprige to many ; for the truth is, there 
never were any names given or intended to be given 
to the Public as Authors, Editors, Patrons, or Cor- 
reſpondents to that Work; nor would the Publifoer 
or any perſon concerned in the Publication have 
given Ha- pence for any /ingle name or a dozen of 
—— (however popular or reſpectable) to avow the 
Authorſhip or Editorfbip of any Magazine or Wark 
robatever ; tor experience on many occaſions, as 
well as the conduct at preſent alluded to, ſhews how 
very little ee is to be ppt on che apparent 
| D recfitude 
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Ad of perſons and preſent popular eftincation of 
any man, and rc the tide of public applauſe is 
once turned by any circumſtance, whether material or 
| Ariſling, Namzs will burt inſtead of a Work; 
1148; for many perſons cannot fudge for thenjelves, bur rake 
| 40 on Fri, and nothing on al. | 
Mr. Towle has, it is true, with to his 
Sromif> of doing the Spiritual Magazine all the 
Will miſchief he could) keps his word, at leaſt ſo far as 
Wit © his endeavours could go; but many in the reli- 
| gious world know the officiouſneſs and malicious diſ- 
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3 of the man, and are therefore proof againſt 
dis unjuſt influence. However, at the ſame time 
that we think it our duty impartially to ſtate * 
we truſt it is our fincere with to forgive all 
juries, and not to return evil for evil, nor — 
for railing; but hope to be enabled to overcome 
evil by good: and the public wilt find that the 
Magazine tends to inculcate a Chriſtian Spirit, 
very different from that which has been ſtirred up 
and exerted agamſt it, from quarters whence i 
was leaſt expected. 
- Thus much we thought nec elſory to remark hy 
j way of introduction, to pn the conduct of a 
maunan, who indeed has a name to live, but who (we 
1411 are ſorry co ſay) appears to be without the power 
1 of religion in his life and converfation ; and with- 
out treſpaſſing any longer on the indulgence of 
14 our readers, we ſhall only obſerve, that notwith- 
tl Randing the mean and ungenerous. endeavours and 
"ut inſinuations of Mr. *Fowle's Advertiſement, in- 
N i tended to prejudice the minds of the unwary 
. againft the Work, the Editors aſſure the public, 


E that the New SprftTU al Macazixs continues to 

| be publiſhed weekly, without the leaſt interruptiotr . 
* whatever, * thoroughly dt in 60 Num- 

| „bers, 
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8 6d. each. or,the whole bound in fix Vo- 


lumes, price 11. 168, | 
. . Upon ny whole, we have no doubt but the con- 
tents of this Introduction, together with the following 
Letter. will be admitted by every pupariial and un- 
prejudiced Reader as a ſufficient Defence and Fultifi. 
cation of the. Editors and Publiſher of the NEW 
SPIRITUAL MAGAZINE, egain/t all the mali- 
ciaus inſinnations and attacks 54 Mr. Towle, and 
any body e Om nr . or . Cy 
to take his part. _ : 
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dery little reaſon Mr. TowLs 77 the * adver- 
es Gentlemen had to be ane 2 1 6 or offended, 
biographical F 
announced for 
apazine ; We 
ko our Readers to the mia Numbers of 
that Work, in which thoſe Gentlemen are noticed by 
the Ebrrons, whoſe ability and impartiality in the * 
execution of their Deſign, do not appear to be in 
the leaſt biaſſed even by the wrgenerous and bofile 
Trea/ment their labours have undeſervedl met 
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FAMILIAR LETTER 
Of REPROOF and HUMILIATION 
* „ e nes 
The Rev. Thomas Towle, &c. 
Riv. Sin, 


DEFORE I enter upon the main part of my 
Addreſs to you, permit me to make a few 
prefatory remarks, to which I am almoſt irre- 
liftibly impelled by a fincere affection, which, 
through divine grace, I bear to the truth as it is in 
Jeſus, accompanied with an. ardent deſire. of ſeeing 
the precious Goſpel flouriſh and ſpread, not merely 
in a ſpeculative but practical way, ſo as to ſhine 
forth in the hearts and lives of the profeſſors of it. 
_ Conſequently it afforded a peculiar degree of plea- 
ſure to me, and no doubt to every ſerious mind 
that is endued with a well-governed zeal for pro- 
moting the glory of God, and the eternal ſalvation 
of ſinners of the fallen race of Adam, when a reſ- 
pettable number of learned, pious, and liberal- mind. 
ed perſons, announced to the world their intention. 
of printing, in Periodical Numbers, The New Spi- 
ritual Magazine, which I humbly conceive to be a 
work happily calculated to anſwer the above im-. 
portant purpoſes. A work of this nature became 
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more generally wanted and acceptable, as it is a de- 
plorable truth, founded on daily obſervation, that 
the mfidehty, hereſies, and may I not add practical | 
atheiſm, profaneneſs, and immorality, which cor- 
rupt and ſtigmatize the times wherein we live, pre- 


ſent us with a melancholy picture of the almoſt total 


degeneracy and di ſſolution of manners which ſeems 
to have pervaded every rank and claſs of people 
amongſt us; and.ſuch is the awful depravity. of 
morals which prevails over thoſe whoſe province-it 
immediately is, to encourage and ſet on foot an 
outward reformation, that, we are told, even ſome 


of the inferior magiſtrates, who were diſpoſed to 


put their hands to this laudable work, have been 
intimidated from purſuing their attempts to ſtem 
the torrent of vice in general, and the prophana- 
tion of the Sabbath in particular, by the abuſe and 
ill treatment they met with in their attempts, and 
had reaſon to expect in the further execution of 
their offœe; fo that no remedy being applied to the 
dreadful - contagion, the bulk of the people pro- 
ceed from bad to worſe, and fin of every ſpecies 
and magnitude ſeems to deluge the whole land. 
This, fir, being our wretched ftate, what leſs can 
this ifland expect, than that the expoſtulatory 
threatening denounced (Jer. v. .) againſt the idola- 
trous and corrupt Jews, ſhould: be executed upon 
us: © Shall not J viſit for thefe things, ſaith the 
Lord? Shall not my ſoul 'be avenged on ſuch a 
nation as this?“ e e. bond. 77 


Nov, fir, though it is true, there are many able, 


pious, and zealous divines, both in and out of the 


eſtabliſhment, amongſt us, who, according to the 


command of their Divine Maſter by the prophet, 
ry aloud to ſinners, and ſpare not to tell them of 
their awful condition and danger; who are alfo 
CANS inſtant 


* 
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inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, in endeavouring 


to perſuade them to flee from the wrath to come, 


and ſue for 


pardon and peace while life is ſpared, 


and before the gate of mercy is for ever ſhut againſt 


them.—And, though many of theſe ambaſſadors 
of the bleſſed Jeſus, have further exerted their 
labour of love in ſending abroad many excellent 
treatiſes of a falutary tendency, in which moſt of 
the doctrines according to godlineſs have been very 
minutely and accurately ſet forth, and with great 
carneſtneſs and force of argument preſſed upon the 
mind of. the reader, with a view to enlighten, in- 
ſtruct, and amend the heart, recommend the 
amiableneſs and unſpeakable advantage of a life 
wholly devoted to God .through the Son of his 
love ; and although they have alſo very juſtly de. 
ſcribed and expoſed the odious monſter Six, in it's 


Yeteftable nature and tremendous confequences, as 


deing the prolific parent of temporal, fpiritual, and 
{if grace prevent not) eternal death, to the miſera- 
ble ſubjects of it; and at the ſame time pointed 
them to the blood · ſnedding, righteouſneſs, and 
grace of the adorable Redeemer, as the only me- 
thod of deliverance from the guilt, power, and 
condemnation of it for ever: Vet, fir, it muſt be 
allowed, that notwithſtanding the moſt ſolemn de- 
clarations'from the pulpit, and the works of godly 
men in all ages, have been eminently beneficial, as 
the ordinary means of God's appointment for the 
converſion of the ſtout-hearted, and thoſe who are 
far from righteouſnefs, where the miniſter is di- 
vinely qualified to divide aright the word of truth 
in a preached goſpel; fo that every defcription of 
hearers may be convinced of the error. of their 
ways, inſtructed. in heavenly knowledge, and eſtab. 
liſhed in the faith; and though the writings of 
47" 2 * learned 
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learned and able divines, as well in the Church df 
| "6ur Diflenting brethren; have 
| exerted their 
of che Liſe of God, begun 
4 the Toul by converfiom; notwithſtanding this, (I 

fay) I preſume it will be ly admitted, that 
the means above alluded to, how and uſeful 
foever in themſelves, ſtill left le room for a 
complete ſyſtem of doctrinal and practical divinity 
to be introduced to the view of inquiring Chriflians, 
nciples on a ſure foundation, 
their pure minds by way 
of remembrance” with re to thoſe important 
points which are eſſential to their true and perma- 
nent happineſs, and at the ſame time to guard and 


caution them againſt thoſe dangerous rocks of er- 


ror and ew Trp on which many unthinking fouls 
have fplit, and thereby involved themſelves in end- 
leſs perdition and mifery. It was therefore, very 
probably, on theſe conſiderations chiefly,and prompt- 
ed by ſuch like motives, that the perſons concerned 
in the New SrIAHTTUAL Macazing” were induced 


to unite their talenrs and endeavours to compile an 


1 Evangelical Treaſury of Experimental Religion; 
deſigned to promote genuine Gofpel Principles, and 
calculated, through Divine Grace, to alarm the 
careleſs, and to eniighten, confirm, eſtabliſh, build 
up, and comfort, all true Believers, in ther road 


to the Heavenly Jeruſalem;“ and jt gives me no 


ſmall degree of pleaſure to reflect, that they have 
been enabled to complete their defign conformable 
to the original propoſals, in a manner that I truſt 
will prove abundantly ſerviceable to that bleſſed 
cauſe they eſpouſe, whereby God may be glorified, 
and the Church of Chriſt benefteck and improv ved 
ig their moſt material 2 im aluable * 
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To the Rev. Tromas Towis, Se. 33 
The perſon, ſit who tzoubles you; with | this 
Addreſs, cftecms it à peculiar mercy vouchiafed to 
him, that he is biaſſed 40-no particular ſect or party 
of Chriſtians, provided their tenets are cenſiſtent 
with, and correſpondent to the oracles of infallible 
and unerring truth, the Holy Scriptures, and they 
are poſſeſſed of that Faith which worketh by love to 
God and man; for it is to the law and the teſtimony 
that we ought to refer for a right know ledge of gur- 
ſelves, and of the true God and Jeſus Chriſt his cos 
equal and co- eternal Son, whom he hath, of his un- 
bounded and unmerited goodneſs, ſent into the world 
to ſave the chief of finners ;—and, in my humble 
opinion, there can be no doctrines or principles 

roduced froni the creed of any denomination of 
hriſtians whatevef, which more perfectly and uni- 
formly coincide with the very ſpirit and meaning 
of the inſpired writings, than thoſe termed Calvi- 
niftic, (which theſe truly good men have adopted 
and detended) as they tend; in every branch of 
them, to aſcribe the whole glory of man's falva- 
tion to the Almighty power and love of the ever- 
bleſſed and adorable Triniiy in covenant z while 
they humble the ſinner in the duſt, make him vile 
in his own eyes, and conſtrain him to accept ſalvas 
tion as the free gift of God through Chriſt Jeſus 
the God-Man-Mediator. It is a comfortable re- 
flection to me, fir, and I believe to many others, 
that theſe important objects have always been kept 
in view by the Editors, and ſuch a harmony and 
conſiſtency is obſerved throughout, in the faid Ma- 
 gazine, as under the divine bleſſing, cannot bus 
have been attended with the moſt beneficial effects. 
It is a circumſtance that excites equal aſtoniſn- 
ment and concern in the breaſts of all godd men, 
when they perceive that any publication, whoſe 
3 E primary 
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tote is ehe real Happineſs of mankind in 
Worlds, ſhould meet with the leaſt oppoſition 
from thoſe who- wot! be termed rational crea- 
tures and candidates for crernity;—biit ſo rooted 
and inveterate is the enmity of all natural uncon- 
verted men againſt the truth, that they are ever 
difpoſed to malign and ſuppreſs it, becauſe it 18 
diametrically repugnant to their own corrupt ideas, 
and the obliquity of their depraved minds. This 
their conduit is therefore not to be wondered at. 
But I confeſs that my aſtoniſhment was heightened 


beyond meaſure on finding, after peruſal of ſome 4 
L 


pieces inſerted in the latter part of the Magazine, 
that you, fir, who had taken upon you the ſac 
and important office of a miniſter of the Goſpel, 
who had engaged yourſelf to be “a guide of the i 
blind, a light of them which are in darkneſs, an 85 
inſtruttor of the fooliſh, a teacher of babes;“ 8 1 
had moreover made an open and public profeſſion, ; 
before many witneſſes, of the very doctrines you b 
eſpouſe and recommend; that you, fir, ſhould nor 5 
only yourſelf commence hoſtilities, but raiſe a con- 
federacy and combination of fix and- twenty other 4 
miniſters and teachers of the ſame truths, againſt | 
the labours and produttions of good men, Wich. 
1 were manifeſtly calculated for procuring the greateſt” 
Wes! benefit to their tellow-creatures, I was the more 
grieved at this conduct, which is not only diame- 
trically oppoſite to your own avowed — 5 at 
your ordination, (where it ſeems you was admoniſhed 
i by your reverend brother to guard againſt and put 
hl, away prejudice, pride, envy, bitterneſs, fury, and 
Hit malice, ' againſt any, &c.) but more eſpecially as 
A it- cult tend, in à great meaſure, to ny the 
matice of the hardened, profane, and diffolute, and 


cauſe them to triumph in | the thought that reli 
YT: J. glon 


* 


7 0 the Rev. Tnouag Tow. Da v. 95 | 
gion was then receiving a 


us, from 
dhe hand of one of it's profeſſed. friends and adya- 
cates. If, reverend fir, you do not reflect with 
A more than common degree of compunction and 
remorſe on your behaviour reſpecting this mattem, 


it muſt undoubtedly indicate either, that you, have 
a very weak head, or (what I moſt fear) a heart 
lamentably indiſpoſed to encaurage the 2 
of uſeful and ſaving knowled Fo Nis 22 1. 
1 perceive, g in the 591 Number 

gazine, a detail is hoy by way. of. probes of he Mar 
what pafſed between you and Mr. Hogg, tha 
Publiſher of the Magazine, in Pater-noſter Row; 
in Auguſt 1783, when you called atghis houſes 
and. I am ſorry to obſerve, yo appear, by the 

account, to have behaye in. a very,unbecoming 
manner; fixſt of all to the ſervants in their maſtet a 
abſence; then openly at the door, where, it is ſaidz 
you alarmed the: neighbourhood by hellowingiand 
raving in an extraordinary manera and t 
cloſed the ſcene. very diſgrace fully. as may be ſeen 
in our Introduction. Hereupor allow ie briefly: 
to remark, that though it. is greatly 40: be, 

that any private chriſtians ſhould ſo much/ di- 
honour their holy profeſſion, as they 00 irequenty, 
do, both by;-their words and actions; and that the; 
religion of the humble and lowly Jeſus, Mhich uni- 
verſally recommends: meckneſs, and. love, ſhould; 
be vunded in the bouſe of it's profeſſed, friends a 
yet, it mult be peculiariy diſtre ing 20 à ſerious, 
perſon, to behold one, who ſhould from his - 
perience, long exerciſe in the miniſtry, and ad- 
vanced age, be deemed a father in: Chriſt, and 
alſd a burning and ſhining light 10, all round: —1 
layy it muſt be extremely affecting 10 fuch, to ſee. 
ene who mould in die * and walk nf 
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Gee altable charscterz, behave fr 4 turbiſent 
and tyrahgical manner to an boneſt tradeſman whb 
was not confeious of giving him' any offence, but, 
on the contrary, vas at that very time endeavour 
by a valuable” 8 to render genuine 
and yital A object of genetul cheiet 
and e and What aggrivates the fault is, that 
OT Labor's for the abuſive and- virulent 
made uſe of, was, becauſe the Proprietors 

hack promiſed a topper-plate print of you'Tamong 
many e in che work, and N ſome 
ſtrictures of your character. Surely, fir, if your 
mind had been more ende. or indeed ax alt im- 
preſſed with a fight ſenſe of your duty: had you 
d a proper es of chriſtian gentleneſs. and 
moderation in this interview, and attended tach 
ſalutary declaration in Scripture, namely, that 
„ the wrath of man worketh not the righteouſneſy 
f God.“ you would have refrained' from alt that 
ſuridus rage, invective, and mengces,” Which: yOu 
ventcd at that time, and Which Would have <8 
or in character frorm agſon af Belial, à reviler 
3 and I phings, of 1 8 m aſſociate with 

pt, alas! for a 

eg Bis deliberate ange himſelf into 
+: fervice of che Prince wy Burp is ſtiled 


his arnbaſſador, t to declare it r 
tion to do his unoffending fellow all the 
miſcbiasf in bis ; how inconſiſtent is ſueh a 
conduct with t ſpirit of Reiss 7 —— 
A beartth all things, believeth all things, Koper 

all things, ſuffepeth lang, and is kind, is 


provoked!” and how evidently wg * Setiobe 
tRat the ator of ſuch « deed fr. 


the ſpirit which now ruleth in the hearts of the 
Shen of diſodedience, dad has Put it in he 


power 
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conduct, we are told, in No. 54 of the 


ling your reſentment in a manner alu 


tr 
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por of gebe endl ll ll th 
miſchief de pleaſes! Oh, teil it hot in Gath, 
neither mention it in che frees of Aﬀtelon Ber 


10 — 

py had it been, fir, if the evil had flopped 
. . alas! that was not the caſe; for, in-the 
account given of your violent and hi ſpirited 


gazine, 
(as 1 hinted above) that, not content with expref- 


n greater, in 
9 ded this his cruel treatment, and by 


their minds being N prejudiced 
ao the work, of the edifying peruſal of divers 
4 a truly evangelical and ſavoury nature. 


2 muſt here acknowledge, fir, that when in 


morni and evening newſpapers 1- 
ing liſt of ones, Lawn your 


Nathaniel x Tron, 

1 Joſeph Barber 

x | E441 Stafford. 
I Noah Hill, © 15 
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of TH 417 | Henry Foſter, T 7 
tt: e 
imer. \ Richard Cecil, | (4 

| N Clayton, 
John Martin, ' _ 11 4 and ' 
John Trotter, 11 Þ N Booth. ef 


[mas greatly Gurprzed and grieved on ſceing, ſe- 
veral among them ,who are in high eſtimation in 
the religious part of the community, on account 


of . „ cat Re Slack; in the church, and for 
whom. all have a great veneration and eſteem. 


Theſe (ſeveral of them) worthy and reſpectable. 


miniſters, mult, no doubt, have been prevailed 
upon, either through miſrepreſentation, or for 
want of proper forethought, or probably through 
your invidious inſinuations, to ſubſcribe to an ad- 
vertiſement, in prejudice of a work, which (had 
they attended to it's n and contents) they 
muſt. have been convinced, in their -own4,confeis 
ences, was ſtrictly agreeable to the analogy of 
faith. It is therefore more than e. 
many of the above Characters muſt have hae 
grolsly impoſed upon, I repeat, either by decep- 
tion or- artifice, when they were induced to coun. 
tenance an advertiſement fabricated, artfully and 
profeſſedly with a view to prejudice the minds of 
the unwary againſt a periodical publication, which 
it was certainly their duty, as miniſters and chr 
tians, to encourage and recommend at all 


tunities. Providence has ſo ordered it, chat once, 
who od foremoſt in the above liſt, has been lately 


(while this pamphlet was preparing far the preſs) 
ſuddenly called trom hence by death; and we ears 
neſtly hope that this fin may not be laid to his 


charge, but chat his latter end was peace,-:though 


is muſt be confeſſed he had unhappily loved war 
too 


25 the Red. Trofras \ Tolrus, Se ©, 39 


too much. The reſt of the ſurviving miniſters 
were, I chaxitably believe, prevailed upon (as 
above hinted) through inadvertency, to favour 
the ſaid advertifement ; it is therefore hoped, that, 

mature reflection, they will become ſenſible 


of the unjuſtifiable part they have acted herein, 


and of the great injury they have done to the moſt 
valuable part of the community, by ſuffering 
themſelves to be precipitated into a ſtep of this 
injurious nature. I am, however, extremely well 
pleaſed to find, fir, that in the biographical accounts. 
of. theſe very perſons, the Editors have abſtained 
from the leaſt tincture of acrimony or unchriſtian 
reſentment, out of tender regard to the eſtimation 
in which they are held by their reſpective churches 
and hearers; in this particular, they have wiſely 
obleryed the injunction of the Apoſtle Peter, (iſt 
ep. iii. 9.) © not rendering — for railing, but 


contrariwiſe bleſſings; which conduct of their's is 


ſtrictly conformable to chat chriſtian ſpirit and 
temper which their Magazine on many occaſions re- 
commends and enforces; and, indeed, inaſmuch 
as many of theſe characters are very reſpectable, ir 
may. be ſaid concerning them, and the unhappx 
part they have taken in this affair, that * evil: 
communications co good manners; and 
that * a little leaven has leavened the whole 


| lump.” I ſhall, notwithſtanding, be happy to 


find, that they have been long ago convinced of 
the — yr and injuſtice of their haſty pro- 
ceeding, and are ready to make a ſuitable acknoẽw- 
Sy it to every genres 4 => who may have: 
a ſufferer thereby: at leaſt I = 
m bound in e e do. 
n mean time, you may depend upon it, fr. 
thas en moſt cordially embrace any opportu- 
— nity 


9 — 


= a 5 V _ IS — — nEmry 
6 he TU er —— — —— — 2 — — * 
+ : : f 1 ——— — 5 96 W 
. - "= — 3 te ny * — jo 
tine 4 


46 A Familiar Letter Repro and Flumiliation 


nity that may offer, of making them ſenſible (if - 
they are not already ſo) of the unkind (not to ſay 
unchriſtian) treatment which the Proprietors and 
the work in queſtion have received at their hands. 
It affords me, however, much fatisfaction to find, 
that the New SpIRITrUAL MAGAZINE continues to 
be read with great pleaſure, and, I truſt, equal 
profit, by many fincere, diſintereſted, and unpre- 
diced profeſſors of true religion and virtue, and 
has nobly ſtood it's ground againſt every ſecret and 
avowed enemy to the cauſe of God and truth, which 
circumſtance alone 1s an irrefragable argument of 
it's intrinfic and ſuperior excellence and merit. 
On theſe conſiderations, I cannot but wiſh the 
Editors and Publiſher that ſucceſs, in the future 
part of the fale, which may bear an adequate pro- 
rtion to their defire to inſtruct and improve the 
minds of their readers. | tr 
Sentiments and wiſhes like theſe, fir, would 
have done you-honour, and been perfectly ſuitable 
to your facred function and duty, had not an im- 
ſpirit urged you to lay aſide the minifter, 
the chriſtian, and the gentleman, that you might 
(dolet diftum) aſſume with more propriety and 
freedom the degrading, if not infuking character of 
the prophane vulgar, in which you unhappily ap- 
peared at the interview and conference above-men- 
tioned ; and furthermore, had you, fir, maturely 
weighed the valuable ends the Editors of this un- 
dertaking uniformly aimed to accompliſh, namely, 
the advancement of the glory of God, and the 
real welfare and happineſs of mankind, in diffuſing 
and enforcing the genuine principles of primitive 
and Bible chriſtianity ; had you, I ſay, duly at- 
_ tended to theſe objects, you would, inſtead of in- 
fecting with rancorous prejudice the minds of 
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otkers, and perſecuting and oppoſing the parties 


concerned, have gladly ſeconded, to the utmoſt 
of your ability, their laudable endeavours, or at 
leaſt have withed them good luck in the name of 
the -Lord, whoſe cauſe they eſpouſed. But be 
that as it may, I think I may venture to affirm, 
fir, that notwithſtanding the unſeemly and un- 
manly ſpleen and rage which you were inſtigated 
to exhibit againſt this excellent fyſtem of ſound 
divinity, it's own intrinfic merit will ſafficiently 
recommend it to the regard and eſteem of the 


_ candid and unprejudiced part of the Public; and 


that the intereſting and momentous truths it con- 
tains will triumph over all the malevolent defi 
of it's enemies and perſecutors, whoſe unkind and 
cruel treatment towards this work, while it ſtamps 
an indelible ſtain on themſelves, will, I fin- 
cerely hope, have an ultimate tendency rather 
to inhance than leſſen the value and favourable 
reception of a work evidently ſet on foot with a 
view to general good, being happily adapted to 
the ideas and capacities of all ſincere chriftians who 
poſſeſs as Mell as profeſs the truth, and endeavour, 
according to the meaſure of divine grace given, 
to render it, by their exemplary lives and conver= 
fation, illuſtrious and amiable in the eyes of others. 
Such, fir, is the nature and tendency, and fuch 
the evangelical properties of the New Spiritual 
Magazine ;—what it's reyilers are, their own re- 
vilings tell. AY 1 | 
Oy fr, in the love and 8 of the 
truths ure everlaſting goſpel, | 
3 Four reſpectful . N 93 
A and humble ſervant, _ * 
AN IMPARTIAL SPECTATOR. 
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A Word of Advice and Ex lation to the 
Twenty-ſix Miniſters, who too raſhly figned Mr. 
| Towle's Advertiſement, and publicly oppoſed 
that very uſeful Work, (the New Spiritual Ma- 
gazine) while 1n it's Infancy. 


To you, reverend Sirs, I would obſerve, 


That this diſaſtrous meaſure indicates a 
bo ſhare of imprudence ; fince it had certainly 
much better become the ſacred function to which 
you are (we truft, divinely) appointed, if you 
had previouſly, and with candid deliberation, ex- 
-amined the contents and principles of the work 
you were ſolicited (though perhaps in an indirect 
manner) to depreciate and condemn, that by this 
means you might be well informed whether an 
rt thereof was repugnant to the doctrines of 
Scripture, and the reformed Calviniſtic churcheg. 
On the contrary, I preſume, you would have dif- 
covered, that every part of the Numbers then 
publiſhed was ſtrictly agreeable to thofe doctrines, 
and had an immediate tendency to recommend, in 
_ moſt ſtriking and amiable light, found divi- 
both in faith and practice, and alfo to deli- 
ſow the odious nature and awful conſequences of 
fin, the miſerable flate of thole perſons ho con- 
tinue till death to devote their time and talents to 
vice and immorality, and the utter impoſhbility 
of their obtaining happineſs while engaged in a 
mad career of folly and diſſipation. 

2. It would, I humbly 3 have been 
acting more ſuitable to the di of the _ 
ters you ſuſtain, as miniſters of the ſpel of 
and of the meek and lowly Jefus, if, before — 
actually embarked in a perſecution againſt fo ex- 
celtent and promiſing a performance, you had uſed 

more 
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more chriſtian moderation, and taken a convenient 
time to inquire minutely into the life, general con- 
duct, temper, and character of the very choleric 

ntleman (as he is repreſented) who had taken 
ach great pains to engage you in that diſhonour- 
able ſervice; for if it be true what is alledged in 
ſome of the papers relating to him, his behaviour 
and connections in life appear to have been extreme- 
ly reprehenſible, not to ſay highly, diſgraceful to the 
ſacred office he fills up in the church of Chriſt, 
namely, that of a chriſtian paſtor, who, as ſuch, 


' would have done well, had he attended to the de- 


ſcription given bp the Apoſile Paul to Timothy, 
(ch. ii. 24, 25) viz. that © the ſervant of the 
Lord muſt not ſtrive (or be contentious), but be 
gentle to all men, apt to teach, patient; in meek- 
neſs inſtructing them that oppoſe themſelves,” &c. 
The ſame Apoſtle alſo tells his other ſon Titus, 
ch. i. 7.) that © a biſhop (or goſpel mini- 
ſter) muſt be blameleſs as the ſteward of God; 
not ſelf-willed, not ſoon angry, not given to wine, 
no ſtriker, not given to filthy lucre,”” &c. Now, 
if the ſeveral charatteriſtic marks given of this 
angry man (by ſome of the friends ro the Maga- 
gine) are juſt, it ſhews clearly the great, and abſo- 
lute neceſſity there was of your inveſtigating his 
common walk and deportment among his fellow 
men, before you were prevailed upon to conſent 
to a propoſal haſtily made by him, which ſeemed, 
on the face of it, to be pregnant not only with 
very baneful effects to the cauſe of religion and 
vital godlinefs, but alſo to private property. 

3. The irreparable loſs ſuſtained by the Public 
in general, whoſe minds have been prejudiced 
againſt this work, on ſeeing ſuch an adver- 
tiſement with ſo W names affixed 
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to it; added to the pernicious influence this Rep, 
ſo inadvertently taken by you, has no doubt had 
on ſeveral learned and pious writers, (who gene- 
rouſly contributed their aſſiſtance to the beginning 
numbers of the Magazine) by inducing ſeveral of 
them to with-hold tarther communications from it; 
theſe circumftances, gentlemen, have affected me 
and others very ſenſibly, and, if maturely weighed, 
will, J preſume, prove to you matter of deep hu- 
miliation and concern, eſpecially when you con- 
ſider, that the great variety of ſubjects contained 
in that Evangelical Treaſury of divine knowledge, 
and their acknowledged ſalutary tendency, entitled 
the Proprietors and Authors of ſo uſeful a publi- 
cation, to all that ſupport and encouragement 


which may reaſonably be expected from that part 
of the community who ſeem to have the glory of 


God -and the welfare of mankind at heart, and 
which indeed they ſhould be ever ready to give to 
all religious performances that have thoſe moſt im- 
portant objects in view. But as no adequate com- 
penſation can be now made for your unchriſtian 
(1 muſt call it) and injurious treatment manifeſted 
on this occaſion, it is hoped, at leaſt, that a ferious 


reflection on the detriment the intereſt of the goſpel 


of divine grace has incurred will prove a ſufficient 
warning, that ſo you may in future beware of the 
like behaviour on any ſimilar occaſion. that may 
offer; © leſt haply ye be found fighting againſt 
God,” and the propagation of his bleſſed truth. 
Certain it is, that miniſters of the goſpel, who are 
called to be heralds of the glad tidings of ſalvation 
to loſt finners, and to ſet forth the glory and ex- 
cellency of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the per- 


fection of his finiſhed work of redemption, ſhould. 
be extremely 9 doing * leaſt diſſervice 
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it. on a ſuppoſition, that it muſt be rather inimical 
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to that glorious cauſe, which from the pulpit they | 
ſeem ſclicitous do promote, and are bound by 3 


the ſtrongeſt ties to maintain; for, unleſs they are 


ſo diſpoſed upon all occaſions, they may be ſaid 
to pull down with one hand what they build u 
with the other, and would moreover afford a t 
plauſible pretence for the enemies of the Lord to 


blaſpheme and revile the truth; which conſidera- 


tion muſt ſurely ſtrike with fear and terror every one 


who is divinely appointed to miniſter in holy things, 


and reſtrain him from the very thought of being 
acceflary to any undertaking which God arid con- 
ſcience will not juſtify. 'Theie hints, gentlemen, 
which are given with a friendly intention, it is 
hoped you will receive in good part ; and in order 
thereunto, I pray that the Lord will give you a 
right judgment and underſtanding in all things, 
and make you abundantly uſeful in your high 
ſtation, by enabling you, with the Divine aſſiſtance, 
to pull down the ſtrong holds of fin and Satan, 
convince and convert the ſtout-hearted, and thoſe 
who are far from righteouſneſs, and build up the 
church of our unſpeakably precious Lord and Sa- 
viour in their moſt holy faitl!l! 

_ Having thus, reverend firs, taken the liberty 


to repreſent to you, I truſt in the ſpirit of meek- 


neſs and brotherly love, the very bad effects which 
have reſulted from your too ready compliance 


with the defire of Mr. T. to join his oppo- 
ſition againſt the New Spiritual Magazine; and 


allo the very great detriment the ſaid work has 
been fubjected to by your openly declaring your 
utter diſapprobation of the ſame ; by which action 


the minds of many well-meaning perſons were pre- 


poſſeſſed with an unreaſonable prejudice againſt - 


than 
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than friendly to the intereſts of religion ; theſe par- 
ticulars, | ſay, having been briefly animadverted 
on, and interſperſed with ſome ſeaſonable advice 
and cautions reſpecting the part you have unad- 
viſedly taken in the matter, I beg leave, before I 
intirely diſmiſs the ſubject, to take a more parti- 
cular notice of your untriendly Advertiſement, 
which is expreſſed in the following terms :—© We 
* whole names are under-written, having received 
« an advertiſement from Mr. Hogg, bookſeller, 
* in Pater-nofter Row, for a periodical work, in- 
« titled, the New Spiritual Magazine, in which 
liberty hath been taken to mention our names, 
% with thoſe of many other miniſters, whence the 
« Public may be led to confider us as patrons of 
« the ſaid work ; do hereby declare, that this 1s 
% done without our knowledge, and is what we 
e utterlydiſapprove.” Then follow your ſignatures, 
with that of Mr. T. The neceſſity, or even pro- 
priety of ſuch an advertiſement as this, I leave to the 
determination of the candid and judicious reader ; 
and in the mean time permit me, gentlemen, to 
inquire, whether there was any juſt cauſe for your 
being thus alarmed, and publiſhing a declaration 
of war, in conſequence of what the Editors an- Y 
nounced, in their Addreſs to the Public, in the 7 
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it Advertiſements, &c. of their Magazine. Having 1 
NA. theſe advertiſements with the firſt and ſecond 9 
15 Numbers now before me, I will endeavour to clear 3 
t i up this affair; and hope by that means to excul- 3% 
„ 


pate the Publiſher from the leaſt degree of crimi- 
nality, or unwarrantable liberties, in propoſing to 
ive the Portraits and Memoirs of Miniſters. 
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ly: N la the Editors“ Addreſs, &c. they promiſe, 
* | e that in every ſucceeding number will be 
111 * given Memoirs of the moſt remarkable cir- 
1 15 A 3 * cumſtances 


* To the Rev. Thomas FowLe, Sc. 47 


„ cumfſtances in the life and miniſterial cha- 
þ « racter of one of the moſt eminent Goſpel 
Preachers, at preſent, either in the church, or 
* among our diſſenting brethren, together with 
their Portraits accurately taken from life, or 
« from approved paintings, and elegantly en- 
« graved, many of which have never been drawn 
ce before. The particulars which we mean to 
6 « communicate to the Public, reſpecting eminent 
4 « divines, whole likeneſſes we ſhall give, we 
*« humbly conceive will comport exceedingly well 
I « with our deſign, pleaſe and edify our readers, 
4 « ſerve the cauſe of Divine Truth, and manifeſt 
te the-power and goodneſs of God, in the various 
„ means he has made uſe of to raiſe up his mi- 
« niſters, and fit them for the work of their high 
e calling. We ſhall endeavour chiefly to give 
* ſome account of the dealings of God with them, 
« from the firſt of their being brought to the 
knowledge of the truth—the means which were 
e made ule of for that purpoſe, and the way in 
*« which they have been tince led—when they 
were called to preach the goſpel—where they 
1 have in general exerciſed their labours, and with 
1 * what ſucceſs thoſe labours have been crowned ; 
4 together with ſuch other particulars as we hall 
cc judge may anſwer the end propoſed.” Then 
follow the names of the miniſters whoſe Portraits 
were intended to be introduced. Now, I muſt 
confeſs, that I cannot ſee the leaſt cauſe for of- 
tence, eſpecially as it does not appear to have 
been, and the event proves that it never was, in- 
tended to infert any circumſtance or private anec- 
dote concerning the minifters, which might in any 
reſpect depreciate their characters, or tend to leſſen 
their uſefulneſs in the ſacred office to which they 
are appointed, but quite the reverſe. And as to 
their 
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their giving the Portrait of a goſpel miniſter in. 
each Number, it is really aſtoniſhing how that cir- 
cumſtance can be conſtrued, by any perſon of 
ſenſe, into making them Patrons, Editors, or Au- 
thors of the work, ſince it is well known, that the 
ſame is frequently done by the Editors of other 
Magazines, without formir 7 the leaſt expectation 
of any aſſiſtance or patronage from the perſons the 
Portraits repreſent; nor do I apprehend that the 
molt diſtant idea could juſtly be conceived of ſuch 
an intention, either by the miniſters whoſe like- 
neſſes were deſigned to embelliſh the Magazine, 
or by the judicious part of the Public at large. 
On theſe accounts, therefore, it muſt be evident 
to every impartial and unprejudiced perſon, that 
the deſign of the Proprietors, in giving the cha- 
racters and portraits of the miniſters being per- 
fectly upright, and agreeable to the practice pur- 
ſued in other fimilar works, (for inſtance, the late 
Goſpel Magazine, &c.) the exception you have urged 
againſt this uſeful publication, and the irreparable 
injury done it by your advertiſement, was, I muft 
be allowed to ſay, not only unprecedented and 
cauſeleſs, but highly cenſurable, eſpecially in per- 
ſons of your calling and deſcription ; and the more 
ſo, as it does not appear, I am well convinced, 
from the tenor of the circular letter you received, 
that your patronage or countenance to the work 
was particularly ſolicited or expected. 

_ Mr. Wills, Mr. Clayton, and Dr. Hunter's 
conduct in this affair being particularly repre- 
henfible, ſeems to demand a large ſhare of reproof 
in this place; but as theſe gentlemen have been 
taken notice of in our Introduction, I ſhall diſ- 
miſs the diſagreeable ſubject, and leave them to 
their own remorſe of conſcience, and io the general 
cenſure of the good part of mankind, <*;"%,, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


S the peruſal of the foregoing Letter, and 

Word of Advice, &c, may not only be 4i/= 
er to the Publiſher, on account of the loſs 
which he has ſuſtained by the parties intereſted 
therein, but alſo tedious and dull to forme of our 
Readers, who may, perhaps, by this time, be lo- 
ſpirited, by „ the depraved ſituation 
of thoſe, from whom better ibings might have been 
expefted ; we are adviſed by ſeveral Friends, in or- 
der the better to rae the Reader's ſpirits, and 
ſtimulate the riſible muſcles, to make our Cuſtomers / 
a preſent of a few copies of the following i 


ENTERTAINMENT, 


(Which we have accordingly cauſed to be ſtitched 
up GRATIS at the end of this TOY 


Conſiſting of 
tA SATIRICAL and Humorous ColLtcTION of 


RB A $5S--: 
Is PROSE ann VERSE, 


Which have appeared in various Publications, on 
that well-known Character, 


MASTER TOMMY DISHCLOUT, 


Whoſe Memory, it ſeems, has been fortunately 
reſcued from finking into Oblivion, by the diſ- 
covery of the following genuine Facts and Cir- 
cumſtances, and will thereby be bauourably 
tranſmitted to the lateft Paſterity. | 
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